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I; __ GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST

! B DIRECTIONS
Read the selections. Then answer the questions that follow.

Carrying the Running-Aways
by Virginia Hamilton

I

s runmn away s}aves over

Never had any: 1deafof _carrym i

STRATEGY Style
Sometimes a writer will
use different styles,
such asa specific
dialect. Using a dialect
makes the text scund
justas itwould if the
narrator (or-characier) ¢
was speaking outloud. . £
Asyou read this téxt,

0 get actoss, how to

l 2 Well Thad o thmk about it. But each day, that girl or the fﬁszggzge\ﬂ}ﬁ ;hi”k
woman would come around, ask me would I row the girl across pause. Read it slowly
the river to a place called Ripley. Well, I finally said I would. and ihink abaut what

, the character.is saying
And one night I went over to the woman’s house. My owner o
frusted me and let me come and go as [ pleased, long as |
didn’t try to read or write anythin’. For writin® and readin’ was
forbidden to slaves.
3 Now, I had heard about the other side of the river from other
slaves. But T thought it was just like the side where we Hved En
on the plantation. I thought there were slaves and masters over : ‘
there, too, and overseers and rawhide whips they used on us. iy
That’s why T was so scared. I thought 1'd land the girl over there

44_ ‘

€ and some overseer didn’t know us and would beat us for bein’
[o]
2 out at night. They could do that; you know. -
T STRATEGY Siyle
< 4 - Well, T did it. Oh, it was 2 long rowin’ time in the cold, with This phrase is . I
S me worryin’. But pretty soon I see a light way up high. ThenI addressed directly i
5 remembered the woman told me to watch for a light. Told me to ired E‘eer L\‘?:gg'm }
B row to the light, which is what I did. And when T got to it, there make & connection
£ were two men. They reached down and grabbed the gixl. Then with the reader. Think 3
] _ Ly e » about what stylistic
E one of the men tock me by the arm. Said, “You about bungry? featuras help the
2 And if he hadn’t been holdin’ me, I would of fell out of that writer accomplish this. ¢ iy
= , ‘Remember that style 4 0
= rowboat. includes word choice, 1 - !
= ) Well, that was my first trip. I was scared for a long time after types of sentences, -
2 that. But pretty soon I got over it, as other folks asked me to take and even grammatical
) at. pretiy s O g > 38 OLhel = ) structures. :
= them across the river. Two and three at a time, 1'd take them. T SRS OS——
(=) a 8 .
O got used to makin’ three or four trips every month.
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STRATEGY
Summarize One

way to be sure you
understand, and
;remember |mpnrtant
~getails ina story, is
to summarize what .

‘you'veread. Herg, the i
‘marratofexplaing how . F
he hid from the.slave (-

: '5icatchers
“summa

/our. head,

his-actions..

m _e slavery tEiega1
-_.-m the e_ntlre Umte_d

...:and. his wif ?‘.ﬂ:away_ i
“shortly biefore this. .
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CONTINUED

MNow it was Lumy I never saw my passengers afler that
first girl. Because T iook theim on the mights when the moon
wes ot showin’, it was cloudy. And T always met them in the
open ot in 2 house with no light. So [T never saw them, couldn’i
tecognize them, and couldn’t describe them. But [ would say
io them, “What you say?” And they would say the password.
Sounded like “Menare” Seemed the word came from the Bible
somewhere, but I don’t know. And they would have (o say that
word before 1 took them across.

Well, there in Ripley was a man named Mr. Rankins; the rest
was John, ¥ think. He had a “station” there for escaping slaves.
Ohio was a free state, [ found out, so once they got across,

M, Rankins would see to therm. We went at night so we could
continue back for more and to be sure no slave catchers would
foliow us there. _ '

Mr. Ranking had a big light about thirty feet high up, and it
burned all night. It meant freedom for slaves if they could get to
that bright flame.

1 worked hard and almost got caught. I'd been rowin’
fugitives for almost four yearfs It was in 1863, and it was a
night I carried twelve runnin’-aways across the river to Mr.
Ra.nkms s. 1 stepped out o_f _the boa‘t back 'anentucky and they
i "But the E_s1ave

Fmally, 1 did get across. Late one night me and my wile
went. | had gone back to the plantation to get her. Mr. Rankins
had him a bell by this time, along with the light. We were rowin’
and rowin’. We could see the light and hear that bell, but it
seemed we weren’t getting’ any closer. It took forever, it seemed.
That was because we were so scared and it was so dark and we
knew we could get caught and never get gone.

Well, we did get there. We pulled up there and went on to
freedom. Tt was only a 1 fote all the slaves was:
freed:

Tops for Texas Assessment Success
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GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

12 We didn’t stay on at Ripley. We went on (o Detroit, because
1 wasn’t takin’ any chances. I have children and grandchildren
now. Well, you kmow, the bigger ones don’t care so much to hear
about those times. But the litile ones, well, they never get tired
of hearin’ how their grandpa brought emancipation' to loads of
slaves he could touch and feel in the dark but never ever see.

“Carrying the Running-Aways,” from The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales,
told by Virginia Hamilton. Text copyright © 1985 by Virginia Hamilton. Reprinted by
permission of Random House, Inc.

' emancipation: freedom.

Use “Carrying the Running-Aways” (pp. 49-51) to answer gquestions 1-12.

1 How did the narrator end up getting 2 What is most likely the reason that the

involved in helping runaway slaves? narrator took several days to make up his

A He was always involved in the mind?
Underground Railroad because his F _ He did not believe slaves should run
family had been involved, too. aAway.

B He was dating a girl who needed help G It was dangerous, and he knew he
TUNNing away. could get into serious trouble.

¢ He wanted to run away himself; but W He was not sure that the people were
needed to help others first. telling the truth about Ripley.

D He met someone who asked him if he I He needed to talk to people he

would help a young énslaved girl fo trusted, to get their advice.
cross the river. -
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GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

% Read this sentence from paragraph 2. Read this phrase from the last sentence

of paragraph 4.

My owner irusied me and lei me
come and go os I please, long as { . Twould of felf out of that rowboat
didn’t try fo read or write anythin’
This use of dialect 15 part of the writer’s

What is ironic about the owner’s ideas? style. What is the main effect of this
4 The owner should know better than style?
to allow a slave to come and go as he ¥ to present the narrator as very
pleases. different from the people around him
& The narrator does not read or write, G to help the reader understand the way .
but is clearly not frustworthy. the narrator feels about everyihing
€ The owner was right to trust the that happens
narrator in fhe past, but that has H to create a sense of awe in the
changed now that his slave can read. reader—the narrator is uneducated,
D Omce the narrator discovers be can and still speaks so well
help others gain their freedom, J  to show that the narrator did not
he will want to write about his ' know proper grammar
experiences.

Copyright © Holt McDougal/Houghton Mifflin F
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GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

5 Read the first sentence from paragraph 6.

Now it was funny.

Which statement best restates what the
narrator means by this statement?

A

B
C
D

It was really strange.

It always made me langh.

The mood was so setious.

it was not funny then, but it makes
me laugh now.

Tips for Texas Assessment Success

& In paragraph 6, the narrator calls the
people he helped his passengers. The
connotation of passengers shows that
he —

F takes them on a trip merely so he can
get paid

G feels they are his travel partners

H feels responsible 1o carry themn safely
to the end of the journey

¥ wishes he could take the (rip and
leave them behind

Texas Assessment Practice Workbook
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GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

T OWhy would it be important that the
parrator did not see the running-aways
ihat he helped?

A

s

3

o

50 that he would not refuse to take
someone he did not like

so that he could not go back to the
passengers’ families and tell what
they had done

so that the runaing-aways could not
report him o his master _

so that he could not give their names
or identities; even if he was caught
and beaten

Texas Assessment Practice Workbook -
Grade 6

e

What ¢ the best surmary of how the
narrator helped the slaves escape to Ripley”

i
i

-

Ee would mest two or three slaves
outside or in a dark bome. The

slaves would have to say the correct
password. Then he would take them
onto his boat and row them to the
light. He dropped the passengers

off on the other side of the river, in
Ripley, and went back 1o his own
home,

He would wait until someone came to
him and said the password. Then he
would go to his boat and wait for two

‘or three slaves to come. They would

all take the boat to the other side.
After the escaped slaves were safely
off the boat, he rowed back home.
Whenever he saw that there was no
moon, he went 1o the woman'’s house,
He waited in the dark until she came
ouf. Then he would meet two or
three people. After he told them the
password, they would go to his boat.
He would row them to the other side.
They would get off, and he would
tow back home.

He would row his boat to the other
side and wait for people to come to
him. When they carne to him, they
would say the password. Then he
would row them back with him to his
house.

{oughton Mifflin Harcourt.
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GUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

9 How did the narrator’s wife escape?

A She was helping him row the boat
when he almost got caught.

B She escaped separately and they

reunited in Ohio.

Fe went back for her while he was on

the run.

p  He had a friend bring her to him
before he crossed the river.

!

Tips for Texas Assessment Success

10 Which statement best completes the
cause and effect chart?

Caugse

Effect

girl wants her
freedom

narrator carries
her across river

people escape 1n
the dark

Mr. Rankins has
a bright light to
guide them

narrator helps
many people run
away

slave catchers
chase him

narrator does not

in Ripley

want to be caught |

G

narrator only travels at night
Mr. Rankins adds a bell
narrator’s wife escapes, tco
narrator moves to Detroit
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GQUIDED PRACTICE AND STRATEGIES TEST CONTINUED

11 Head the very last phwase of the selection.

.. . their grandpa brought
emancipation to loads of slaves he
could touch and feel in the dark but
never ever see

The literal meaning of fhis phrase is

clear. What does it mean fignratively?

A Their grandfather belped people who
had troubles similar to his own. He
could relate to them, even though
he niever really knew each one
personally.

B Their grandfather had no real idea
where he was going or what would
hapoen to the people he helped.

¢ Their grandfather chose to be
1gnorant about people’s identities
because he didn’t want to share in
their sorrows.

B Their grandfather heiped so many
people that he became blind to their
needs.

Texas Assessment Practice Workbook
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Suppose that the first giv} the man helped

across the river also told her story.
What does the narrator of “Carrying the
Running-Aways” selection describe that
she could not?

the effect of the Emancipation
Proclamation

the feelings of fear on that first ride
across the river

his or her dreams and hopes of
freedom

the process of becoming involved m
helping people escape
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